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School spirit, friendly rivalry 
and plenty of participation 
were on full display as 
Katherine High School 
students took to the track and 
field for the annual Athletics 
Carnival during Term 3.

Students proudly represented 
their houses throughout the 
day, competing in a range of 
track, field and novelty events 
while dressed in vibrant house 
colours.

After a day of spirited 
competition, Flora Crocs 
emerged as overall 
champions, finishing ahead of 
Roper Redbacks, Daly Dingoes 
and Edith Emus.

The carnival provided 
students with an opportunity 
to showcase their talents 
outside the classroom while 
strengthening connections 
across the school community.

KHS Assistant Principal 
Lauren Chapman said 
athletics day remained one of 
the most important events on 
the school calendar.

“It brings together students 
from across our school 
community,” she said.

“The positive and inclusive 
environment allows students 
to connect with students they 
may not normally connect 
with and it allows students 
to shine in a non-academic 
field.”

The school’s house system has 
played a key role in building 
enthusiasm and participation, 
with friendly rivalry helping 
create a strong sense of 
belonging and school pride.

“The house model encourages 
participation from students 
who may not have previously 
been inclined to get involved, 
while building school spirit 
through house rivalry,” Ms 
Chapman said.

“The participation levels, 
including the effort students 
put into dressing up in house 
colours, reflects the positive 
impact the house system has 
had on our carnival days.”

Participation was a standout 
feature of this year’s event, 
with students embracing 
everything from sprints 
and field events to novelty 
competitions.

“The enthusiasm for house 
colours and the willingness 
of students to get involved 
really set the standard for 
participation in these kinds 
of events going forward,” Ms 
Chapman said.

“There was a real atmosphere 
of just having a go and having 
fun, which was reflected in the 
participation rates across field 
events, sprints and novelty 
events.”

One of the biggest highlights 
was the ever-popular races 
between students and 
teachers, which drew plenty 
of laughs and vocal support 
from spectators.

“They’re always a highlight,” 
Ms Chapman said.

“It’s a great opportunity for 
students and teachers to 
have some fun and build a 
different dynamic outside the 
classroom.

There’s also nothing quite 
like the bragging rights 
afterwards, whichever way the 
race falls.”

FLORA CROCS REIGN SUPREME FLORA CROCS REIGN SUPREME 
AT KHS ATHLETICS CARNIVALAT KHS ATHLETICS CARNIVAL

House colors were the order of the day as students embraced the KHS Athletics Carnival

Rylee Payne prepares to propel the javelin Leigh Kariko sets a solid pace in the staff versus students 100m relay
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Katherine High School 
student Terence Runyu 
has announced himself 
on the senior football 
stage, making an 
impressive debut for 
the Katherine River 
Saints in Round 1 of 
the Big Rivers Football 
League season.

Aged just 15 and currently in 
Year 9, Terence stepped up to 
senior level football against 
Arnhem Crows - requiring 
a special exemption to 
compete against adult 
opposition due to being 
under 16.

Any nerves quickly 
disappeared once the game 
began.

The Saints controlled 
the contest early before 
powering away to a 
comfortable 35-point victory, 
with Terence looking right 

at home amongst older and 
more experienced players.

The highlight came when the 
young forward kicked a goal 
in his very fi rst senior match.

After taking a strong mark 
deep in the pocket, Terence 
calmly went back and slotted 
a diffi cult drop punt from a 
tight angle, sparking huge 
celebrations from teammates 
and supporters alike.

“He celebrated with the 
big double bicep pump 
and the whole team ran 
to get around him,” Saints 
teammate and KHS Clontarf 
mentor Troy Gillett said.

“He was very comfortable 
playing against men. It was 
a pretty tough shot and he 
just went back and kicked it 
straight through.”

The moment was made even 
more special given many of 

Terence’s family members 
from Barunga were playing 
for the opposition.

“It was nice, everybody else 
started cheering for me and 
all my family liked it — my 
mums and dads, sisters 
and brothers - and that was 
great, emotional happiness,” 
Terence said.

“It was tough because the 
other mob is my family and 
they got a shock to see me 
playing on the other team, 
but after the game they 
were excited for me and 
congratulating me and they 
all got photos with me.”

Terence said pulling on the 
senior jumper for the fi rst 
time was an experience he 
will never forget.

“I liked it. My fi rst time 
playing for the seniors made 
me feel like I’m becoming a 
man,” he said.

“I was pretty nervous but 
really excited at the same 
time, but once I started 
playing I enjoyed it, it was 
good.”

Troy, who mentors Terence 
through the KHS Clontarf 
Academy, played alongside 
the teenager in the Saints 
forward line and helped 
guide him through his fi rst 
senior appearance.

He had encouraged Terence 
to embrace the opportunity 
and supported him in 
attending training sessions 
leading into the season 
opener.

For KHS, Terence’s debut is 
another example of students 
embracing opportunities, 
showing courage and 
developing leadership on and 
off the sporting fi eld.

Terence Runyu (centre) with Clontarf Academy mentors Troy Gillett (left) and Liam Holt-Fitz ahead of his senior football debut
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Terence celebrates his 
fi rst goal


